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STATEMENT BY SPOKESPERSON CLAYTON M. MCCLESKEY ON THE 

SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE MURDER OF XULHAZ MANNAN 
 

 

On April 25, 2016, USAID employee Xulhaz Mannan was brutally murdered for his 

advocacy for human rights in Bangladesh.  On the second anniversary of this tragedy, we 

reflect on Xulhaz's courage and conviction as a champion for human rights, non-

discrimination, and inclusion.  We also renew our call for the authorities in Bangladesh to 

bring to justice the perpetrators of this heinous crime. 

 

Xulhaz devoted his life to promoting progress in the country he loved dearly.  He believed 

deeply that all people - no matter who they are or who they love - deserve dignity, freedom, 

and respect.  Today we reaffirm our commitment to the principle of inclusion that drove 

Xulhaz's work. 

 

Earlier this month, USAID Administrator Mark Green announced the creation of the Xulhaz 

Mannan Inclusive Development Award.  This annual award will be presented to a USAID 

employee who demonstrates a commitment to the inclusion of marginalized populations - 

including persons with disabilities, LGBT people, indigenous peoples, youth, and ethnic and 

religious minorities - in USAID's development efforts.  USAID is proud to honor Xulhaz's 

legacy with this award. 
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